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"WKU strives to be high-level university with
global influence

‘Intl education a primary focus at joint
institution of higher learning

‘Wenzhou-Kean University commemorates
10th anniversary

‘Foreign professors take an authentic bite of
Chinese New Year in Wenzhou

‘Wang Li, Chancellor of WKU:
The internationalization of education matters
more in the future

‘Three Seasons series of 2021 World Young

Scientists Summit (WYSS) held at WKU —
WKU Chancellor WANG LI attended WYSS
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In November 2021, Wenzhou-Kean
University, a Sino-foreign cooperative
university based in the city of Wenzhou in
East China’s Zhejiang province, ushers in
its 10th anniversary.

Looking back on the 10-year journey, the
university has achieved fruitful outcomes
with more than 2,100 graduates starting
at the university and heading out onto
the world stage, according to Wang Li,
Chancellor of the university.

In the next 10-year chapter, the
chancellor said he has rosy prospects.
“While expanding the scale, we must
comprehensively improve the quality of
talent training.”

He told students to cherish the university’s
international environment and learning
experience that lay a solid foundation

of skills, cultivating patriotism, social
responsibility, and innovative spirits.

He expects WKU students and alumni to
be outstanding talents who can adapt to
reality and contribute their efforts to the

development of the region and the country.

His high expectations for the students

are related to the chancellor’s personal
experience.

For more than four decades, Wang has been
adhering to a motto for life that all people
should be responsible for the prosperity of
the country.

Having been engaged in the research on
functional polymers and nanomaterials

for more than 30 years, Wang was a
professor at Zhejiang University, enjoying
the honorary title of Qiushi Distinguished
Professor. He also worked in the foreign
affairs and international education college at
the university. In addition, Wang is a foreign
academician of the Russian Academy of
Engineering.

Over the past decades, he has visited over
150 colleges, universities and institutions in
more than 40 countries and regions, Wang

recalled.
Traveling around the I i

world as a scholar, \ f*; F
Wang has firmly kept -
this motto in mind. y

After receiving a
Ph.D. from Zhejiang

University, he started working at Zhejiang
University before moving to postdoctoral
research at the University of Waterloo in
Canada in 1995.

When he and his wife were working on
research in Canada, Wang received a letter
from Zhejiang University, which totally
changed his life trajectory.

In the letter, he was asked to return to
Zhejiang University as soon as possible.

Wang then decided to return to China with
his wife and teach at Zhejiang University.

In 2019, Wang was appointed the chancellor
of WKU, a cooperative university
established in 2011.

Wang emphasized that WKU has been
devoted to constantly exploring teaching
improvements and upgrades over the past
10 years.

He said he attaches great significance to
integrating teaching and scientific research
in his management philosophy.

“For a scholar, academia is a lifelong career.
Combining scientific research and teaching
is necessary for a qualified college teacher,”
Wang said.

“I have communicated with numerous
colleges and universities, and found that
persistent study has been considered as the

primary mission for the higher education
in our country.”

In 2020, WKU began to recruit students
for postgraduate and doctoral studies.

“A university should play a leading role
in contributing to the country’s innovation
and social progress,” Wang said.

2021 is not only the 10th anniversary

of WKU, but also a crucial year for the
university to embark on a new international
development journey, according to Wang.

“I sincerely hope that in the future, I can
lead the university to reach a new height
and develop it into an international and
high-level university,” Wang said.

“Our aim is to cultivate our students with
global vision, and outstanding capabilities
to contribute to society.”

In the future, Wang said WKU would insist
on establishing itself as a “high-level and
international” university, carrying on the
historic mission and constantly exploring
and innovating development paths. And
WKU is also expected to be a leader in
promoting the opening-up of education
and set a role model for Sino-US higher-
education cooperation.
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Starting from “zero”, Wenzhou-Kean
University, a cooperative higher-learning
institution established by Wenzhou
University in Zhejiang province and

Kean University in New Jersey, the

United States, took more than 10 years to
develop a pioneering path of China-foreign
cooperation in running schools.

Soon after its establishment in November
2011, WKU began to recruit 208 students in
three undergraduate majors of economics,
English and computer science in the form
of the “China-US Cooperation Kean
Project” in September 2012, exploring

the implementation of a US educational
model with small-size classes, English-only
environment, and inquiry-based learning
approach.

Now, WKU has become an international
university with 20 undergraduate majors
and 11 master and doctoral majors.

It has been listed as “a key demonstration
object of China-foreign cooperation

in running schools and supporting the
construction of international and high-level
universities” by the Ministry of Education
and Zhejiang province. It has also been
approved to set up a Graduate Record
Examination test center, becoming the only
GRE test center in southern Zhejiang.

The area of its beautiful international
campus is constantly expanding, and
“studying abroad at home” in WKU has
become a new option for Chinese students
who want to have internationalized
education.

The university has recruited 287 teachers
from 41 countries and regions worldwide.

Over the past 10 years, WKU has trained
hundreds of international students and
students from China’s Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan.

The total number of exchange students
between WKU and Kean University has
surpassed 1,200 to date.

The university has established research
cooperation with world-class universities
such as the University of Oxford, the
University of Cambridge, Yale University,
and Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
and has cultivated a batch of international
talents with global vision and patriotic
sentiments.

By 2020, among the 1,600-plus graduates
of the past five years, 126 have entered the
University of Sydney, which ranks 40th in
the QS World University Rankings, 35 have
entered the University College London,
which ranks 10th in the rankings, and 24
have entered Columbia University, an Ivy
League school in the US, for postgraduate
studies.

Its rate of graduates pursuing postgraduate
programs in 2019 ranked 13th in the 2020
Shanghai Ranking’s Academic Ranking of
Chinese Universities.

In addition, WKU has established research

institutions such as the Zhejiang Kean
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Research
Institute, the Wenzhou Industrial Economy
Research Base, the Institute of Asian
Industry Competitiveness, the Autism
Research Center and Creative City Research
Center, guiding college talents to carry out
academic research in the fields of market
expansion, business model innovation,
business strategy and competitiveness to
boost local economic development.

When drafting its strategic development
plan for 2015-20, Dawood Farahi, former
president of Kean University, proposed that
WKU develop a world-class campus and
facilities, world-class scientific research,
world-class teachers and a world-class
administrative management system.

In the 2020-25 period, the university will
further expand its enrollment scale, increase
investment in infrastructure construction,
set up master and doctoral programs, and
vigorously conduct scientific research. By
2025, the number of students in the school
is expected to reach 7,000, including 500
master’s and doctoral students, 31 majors
and 11 master and doctoral majors.
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In 2021, Wenzhou-Kean University ushered
in its 10th anniversary.

On Nov 20, a Wenzhou-Kean University
10th anniversary celebration conference was
conducted to commemorate the occasion.
Distinguished guests from all fields of work,
faculty, staff, students and alumni gathered
for the momentous occasion.
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WKU Chairman Wang Beijiao presided
over the event. In his opening address,

he extended sincere gratitude to all levels
of government, departments, fellow
universities, and all WKU’s supporters over
its 10-year journey.

WKU Chancellor Wang Li said the past
decade has been an endeavor of shouldering
significant responsibilities and missions, a
road of constantly fighting against obstacles
with positive spirits, and following a course
of pursuing innovation and excellence.

The world is under the fallout of the
increasingly complicated international
relationships and interwoven effects of

the pandemic. As a Sino-US Cooperative
University, Wenzhou-Kean University
fulfills its commitment to connecting China
with the rest of the world, and he added. “At
this new crucial starting point, we should
insist on our original intention of cultivating
international talents, strive for facilitating
cultural exchanges while raising WKU up
to a higher-level university with its one-
of-a-kind features; we must unwaveringly
consolidate and boost WKU'’s international
path head-on.”

Joining the celebration virtually, Kean
President Lamont O. Repollet encouraged
students to cherish what they have at present
and to reflect on the past: “15 years ago, our
vision for Wenzhou-Kean University was
very clear: to build an international, high-
level university in Wenzhou, providing
American-style higher education for
students from all over the world.”

At present, WKU has nearly 3,500 students
this year providing 20 majors in six
disciplines, including economics, science,
engineering, literature, management and art,
and six postgraduate and doctoral majors.
Its reputation has risen steadily as a high-

level international university, with its
campus and facilities almost completed.

In 2006, Wenzhou University and Kean
University in the US established an
agreement to jointly found Wenzhou-Kean
University. Wenzhou University President
Zhao Min delivered a congratulatory speech,
saying Wenzhou University applauded
WKU’s progress and was honored to have
contributed to its accomplishments. He said
he is looking forward to WKU’s further
development in the coming years.

The event also saw the attendance of the
faculty team, including Toby Michelena, an
assistant biology professor from the United
States. When he arrived over six years ago,
he initially found himself in an uncertain
and confusing situation. Now he has close
ties with the university and Wenzhou —
which he did not expect when he first
arrived. He is an integral part of both the
WKU community and Wenzhou now.

His research program for managing the
Wenruitang River is designed to enhance
the wellbeing of corresponding regions.
His efforts received recognition through
the “2020 West Lake Friendship Award” in
Zhejiang province.

The event also featured student
representatives and alumni speeches from
Educational Leadership Program student
Zhang Renjie and alumna Zhang Bingyi.

Zhang Renjie’s comments focused on one
idea — integration. From architecture,
course content, teaching methods, class

forms and faculty backgrounds, integration
is at the core of WKU, Zhang said,

adding this unique international education
experience will empower his academic
journey.

Zhang Bingyi is one of many graduates
who has witnessed her alma mater’s growth
within the decade. Speaking on behalf of
WKU alumni, she proclaimed her days

at WKU paved the way for her career

and endowed her with the abilities and
confidence to overcome any challenges she
will face along the way.

Tao Hongjian, a first-level inspector for
the Ministry of Education’s Department of
International Affairs, sent a video message
to congratulate WKU.

Wenzhou CPC Committee Secretary Liu
Xiaotao said Wenzhou-Kean University
serves as an essential window for Wenzhou
to expand its opening-up, adding the past
decade saw WKU starting from scratch to
soaring high. He expressed his hopes that
WKU could continue this trend, build its
brand, leverage its resources to promote
cultural exchanges and play a pivotal role in
advancing regional development.

At the end of the celebration, 24 faculty

and staff who have devoted themselves to
WKU’s development for more than 10 years
were honored with exclusive souvenirs.

A video from alumni worldwide concluded
the conference and the celebration. The
meeting was livestreamed on Xinhuanet.
com, Bilibili and YouTube.
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Mohammad Noman and Jahirul Mullick,
two foreign professors at the Wenzhou-
Kean University who chose to stay put
for the Chinese New Year, recently visited
Longwan district to experience the big
festival.

Sigian Street, which boasts a history of
over 800 years as the political, cultural,

and economic center of ancient Longwan,
was their first stop. They learned about the
history of Siqian street and several folk
customs for the Spring Festival, and tried
their hands at writing the Chinese character
Fu (meaning “fortune” or “good luck™) on a
piece of squared red paper.

The professors also sampled and tried
making sponge cakes, an important snack
during Spring Festival celebrations that
carries people’s hope for better lives in the
New Year.

“It was my first Chinese New Year in
Wenzhou and it was really fun. The sponge
cake is the best cake I’ve ever tasted and I
hope that all my friends can try it too,” said
Professor Mullick.

“The Chinese New Year flavors I’ve tried
today have brought me a warm and joyful
feeling,” said Professor Noman.

Source: China Science Daily | Page 4, January 4th, 2022

The year 2021, as the first year of the
“14th Five-year Plan” period, was
especially significant to the development
of China’s higher education. A new round
of assessment of “Double First Class
Universities” has been started, the higher
education in central and western China is
developing vigorously, the undergraduate
education is being continuously reformed,
the internationalization of higher education
is being tested by the impact from the
COVID-19 pandemic, and the term “new
research-oriented university” is becoming
a buzz word in the education circle. What
kind of “shock” will these events and trends
that greatly impact the existing pattern of
higher education in China bring in the new
year, and what kind of development path
they will pave?

At the beginning of this year, with the
invitation from China Science Daily,

Wang Li, Foreign Academician of the
Russian Academy of Engineering and
Chancellor of Wenzhou-Kean University,
talked about the future trend of China’s
higher education in 2022 and shared the
experience of Wenzhou-Kean University in
the internationalization of education.
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The following

section is excerpted

- # 4+ pa ~mm from China Science
H v wies Daily :

s . I often find myself
':;" ” ~ wondering whether
%.m i the world has gotten

= " bigger or smaller

under the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic?

In early 2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic raged, Wenzhou-Kean University
joined hands with Kean University to
quickly launch online courses (Version
1.0), which enabled the interactions

among 122 full-time teachers from 28
countries and regions and students from 17
provinces and cities, as well as international
students and exchange students from Kean
University. Through online teaching and
communication, the brainstorming of ideas
never ceases. From this perspective, the
world has gotten smaller and is just located
at the two sides of a screen.

In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic,
environmental problems, climate issues,



and other problems have become challenges
that mankind needs to face together, and

the fundamental solution to these problems
goes to continuous innovation. Higher
education and cultural exchange serve as
the cornerstones of innovation. From this
perspective, the world has gotten bigger,
because we need to break down barriers and
attach more importance to exchange and
communication than ever before.

While the world is constantly changing,
mankind is also facing more and more
common problems. To solve such problems,
it is more and more necessary for mankind
to be united and cooperate with each other.
The cooperation and internationalization

of education are becoming more and more
important. Colleges and universities,
especially Sino-foreign cooperative ones,
need to think about their roles and functions
in running schools in the new era.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has
brought various crises to Sino-foreign
cooperative education. In dealing with these
crises, we are gradually enhancing our
understanding of the risks of international
education cooperation. In the post-pandemic
era, these excellent practices need to be
summarized, and a long-term mechanism
should be established. For example, we
should explore the new form of future
colleges and universities that integrate
online and offline teaching modes, introduce
high-quality online education resources
around the world, and incorporate them into

the previous bricks-and-mortar campus with
characteristics.

Thanks to the continuous development

of science and technology, hardware and
software for online teaching have been
greatly improved and enhanced, so we can
offer more and more high-quality online
courses, and students can access more
cutting-edge knowledge of the world.
Today, while the pandemic is still fluid, we
can take it in stride and start online teaching
for students in need.

In the future, we still need to accelerate

the integrated development, merge the best
course resources, and develop innovative
teaching modes such as e-learning and
b-learning to incorporate them into
education and teaching and create an
efficient platform for teacher-student
interaction and communication. We need to
explore a high-level international education
cooperation mechanism to adapt to China’s
education situation, and then enhance

the ability of international education
cooperation to resist risks.

Moreover, the context of the current
global changes provides a new idea for the
academic exchange and talent exchange

in colleges and universities. Therefore,
colleges and universities in China need to
expand cooperation and explore various
forms of international exchange and
communication.

Take Wenzhou-Kean University as an
example. The university celebrated its 10th
anniversary in 2021. During the celebration,
we held a forum on Internationalization
and Governance of Higher Education and
invited experts from home and abroad to
talk about education cooperation for win-
win outcomes. In addition, we also worked
with Kean University to develop a China-
US online internship program to explore
new modes of educational exchange
between China and the US. In the future,
we will seek more exchange opportunities,
further strengthen resource sharing and
complementarity, share innovative measures
under the new situation of international
exchange, practice, exploration and
experience, and organize cloud-based
meetings with modern technology to
promote exchanges between cooperators in
running Sino-foreign universities.

In the face of the new political and
economic situation, colleges and universities
in China should pay special attention to the
terms in favor of China and develop Sino-
foreign education cooperation projects

with Chinese characteristics. In other
words, the characteristics of the colleges
and universities should be in line with the
national conditions and the needs of local
social development, and their majors should
be complementary to those of other colleges
and universities, so as to cultivate scarce
talents suitable for social and economic
development who boast both international
visions and Chinese characteristics.

In June 2020, the Opinions of the Ministry
of Education and Other Seven Departments
on Accelerating and Expanding the
Opening Up of Education in the New

Era was issued. The Opinions demonstrated
China’s strong determination to adhere to
the opening up of education in the new

era, cultivate new opportunities in crises,
and start a new situation in the trend of
changes. Colleges and universities in China
should continuously and actively serve the
major strategic needs of China and further
promote the opening of education to the
outside world.

To sum up, it is the responsibility

and mission for Chinese colleges and
universities to be rooted in school running
with Chinese characteristics and cultivate
patriotic talents with a global vision and

a thorough understanding of international
rules and affairs.
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On the evening of November 12th, 2021,
Never Stop at Peak, one of the Science in
Three Seasons series of the 2021 World researcher at the Zhejiang Lab, to share
Young Scientists Summit (WYSS), was their research results and expectations for
held at Wenzhou-Kean University. the future.

of Technology and LIANG YIMING, a
senior engineering specialist and a young

/0

As one of the main activities of WYSS,
this event invited WANG LI, foreign
academician of the Russian Academy of
Engineering and Chancellor of Wenzhou-
Kean University, ALEXEY KAVOKIN, “Help for Health — Biomedical Applications
Chair Professor of Westlake University of Special Polymers “. Inspired by strong
and Director of the International Center for  adhesive forces of mussels and barnacles
Polaritonics, LI YANBIAO, Professor and in seawater, his team developed medical
Vice President of the Academy of Science polymer gels, which can quickly stop

and Technology of Zhejiang University bleeding and have a promising market.

How to stop wounds from bleeding
quickly? How to benefit diabetic patients
from special polymers? The keynote speech
session started with Wang Li’s lecture on

In addition, he and his team have devoted
themselves to the research of phenylboronic
acid-based smart insulin delivery systems
in the past years, which can intelligently
control the insulin release with the change
in blood glucose concentrations. It can
provide a safer, more convenient and less
painful insulin input method than injection
for 450 million diabetic patients worldwide.

As a foreign academician of the Russian
Academy of Engineering, prof. Wang has
been working on functional polymers and
nanomaterials for dozens of years. In the
panel discussion session, he also shared his
thoughts on the fun of scientific research

through cases in real life such as the reason
why lotus leaves are waterproof and the
powder coatings for refrigerators. He
encouraged students and teachers present
to observe life and nature keenly, and to
contribute to the motherland through their
hard work, diligence and dedication.

The other topics at this event include
“Polaritonics Storm — Establish the
World’s Leading Sub-Research Center for
Polaritonics”, “Aerospace Dream — Help
with China’s Aerospace Industry”, and
“Deep Sea Drive — The World’s First Deep
Sea Drive for Soft Robots”.

The event was streamed on NetEase’s live

streaming platform, with a total of over 2.8
million views.
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