
A number of highly 
skilled and experienced 
ESL practitioners gave 
extensively of their time 
and expertise in ensur-
ing the quality of PIEP.  
Professor Jane Hoelker 
served as PIEP Curricu-

Wenzhou-Kean Univer-

sity completed its first 
Pre-University Intensive 
English Program (PIEP) 
in August.  Reports from 
students, faculty, and 
administration have 
overwhelmingly pro-
nounced the PIEP a suc-
cess. 

As WKU’s first such 
program designed and 
implemented complete-
ly in Wenzhou, this pro-
gram’s success is an im-
portant milestone in our 
development.  More-
over, the PIEP is an ex-
ample of Chinese and 
foreign partnership in 
action: personnel across 
a number of depart-

ments, as well as stu-
dent mentors, came 
together with a com-
mon goal of providing  
the new first year stu-
dents with a world-class 
intensive communica-
tive English course. 
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Program a Success! 
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WKU welcomes Class of 2021 
Earlier in the summer, 

WKU welcomed almost 
600 new students—its 
Class of 2021.  The new 
cohort includes two in-
ternational students, 
four Taiwan students 
and one Hong Kong stu-

dent.  In addition, 35 
students were recruited 
via the “Three-in-one” 
testing methodology. 

Students were wel-
comed by university 
leadership and during 

Dr. Linebarger’s PIEP class during one of its sessions 

Executive Vice Chancellor 
Connelly (l.) welcoming the 
Class of 2021 



lum Committee Head and 
as PIEP Coordinator, both 
designing the communica-
tive curriculum and coor-
dinating with faculty and 
student mentors toward 
insuring remarkably 
smooth daily operations.   

Professor Garry Gray 
devoted hours of service 
in both curriculum devel-
opment for the Intensive 
English classes as well as 
the PIEP Film Festival.  
Professors Rob Price and 
Keith Lane developed 
afternoon workshops guid-
ing students in MS Word/
MLA formatting conven-
tions and Dictionary use.  
The dedication of this 
team of language educa-
tion experts formed the 
foundation of the PIEP. 

Ms. Lulu He led the 
staff of the English Lan-
guage Center in designing, 
scheduling and imple-
menting an English lan-
guage Video Making Activ-
ity series that engaged 
students in creative and 
enjoyable use of English, 
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PIEP mentors and academic leaders posing for a group shot 

and that resulted in many 
remarkable videos.  Ms. 
He also assisted the ad-
ministration and Academ-
ic Affairs in a number of 
scheduling and operation-
al tasks.  In its participa-
tion in PIEP the ELC once 
again proved to be an im-
mensely valuable staff of 
language education ex-
perts in the service of our 
academic community. 

Behind the scenes, Mr. 
James Radulski, Ms. Wen-
dy Jin, and Ms. Jovie Jiang 
from Human Resources 
worked tirelessly to en-
sure that China-based ad-

juncts and newly arriving 
faculty were comfortably 
able to deliver program 
curriculum to students.  
Ms. Evangeline Xiang from 
Academic Affairs provided 
invaluable support in co-
ordinating departments, 
scheduling, and ultimately 
serving as PIEP instructor.  
Ms. Karen Xu and Ms. 
Stellar Shi, also from Aca-
demic Affairs, provided 
significant organizational 
support.   

Mr. Daniel Chen led 
the IT Department in an 
invaluable classroom 
technology orientation for 
adjuncts and new faculty, 
and the IT Help Desk pro-
vided vital support in daily 
operations.   

One of the greatest 
successes of the PIEP 
proved to be the student 
mentors from the Alpha 
Club.  Led by Ms. Levia 
Cheng, the mentors were 
a major boon to daily op-
erations.  They provided 
photocopying service as 

Prof. Gray’s class in action 

cont.’d on p.5 
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well as assistance in after-
noon workshops.   

Under the guidance of 
PIEP Coordinator Jane 
Hoelker the student men-
tors took a leadership role 
in the “Singing Room” 
activity, choosing English 
songs and leading the 
class in practice.  The 
mentors proved to be ma-
ture, professional and 
dedicated; they were ex-
cellent models for the 
freshman students and an 
inspiration to the admin-
istration.  

A modest ceremony 
was held on August 29 
awarding Certificates of 
Appreciation to Jane 
Hoelker, Garry Gray, Rob 
Price, Keith Lane, Lulu He, 
and all the student men-
tors.  Associate Dean Da-
vid Purnell and Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs 
Holger Henke attended 
the ceremony. 

Finally, the ultimate 

success of the PIEP is 
attributable to the faculty 
instructors who delivered 
the intensive English cur-
riculum.  Eight China-
based adjuncts as well as 
new and returning full-
time faculty demonstrat-
ed expertise in English 
language education 
through effective delivery 
of the communicative 
curriculum.   

An online survey was 
conducted for both stu-
dents and faculty regard-
ing the effectiveness of 
the PIEP.   Both students 
and faculty assessed the 
organization of PIEP in the 
90th percentile.  Likewise, 
students assessed quality 
of communications with 
teachers, increase in their 
confidence using English, 
and increase in their com-
fort level at WKU as a re-
sult of PIEP in the 90th 
percentile. 

While transnational 
educational partnerships 
inherently offer numerous 
operational challenges, 
Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty’s first Pre-University 
Intensive English Program 
stands as an example of 
successful teamwork 
among Chinese and inter-
national administration, 
staff and faculty. 

Dr. Slautterback (center) handing certificates to faculty leaders in 
the PIEP – Prof. Robert Price (l.) and Prof. Keith Lane (r.) 

Dr. Slautterback handing the Certificate of Appreciation to Prof. 
Hoelker (r.) 

cont.’d from p.2, 1st Successful PIEP Program 

Vice Chancellor Henke (l.) and 
Dean Purnell (r.) assisted with 
handing out certificates to the 
student mentors – here with 
Ms. Seha Janxi (2nd from left) 

Ms. Lulu He receiving her 
Certificate of Appreciation 
from Dr. Slautterback 



Since April, Shengyu 
has also been translating 
academic articles for the 
“History, Philology, and 
the Nation in Chinese 
Humanities” project 
funded by the Neubauer 
Collegium for Culture and 
Society at University of 
Chicago.  

Shengyu enjoys mak-
ing ceramics, visiting mu-
seums, watching old 
films, and reading about 
pottery and architecture. 
At Wenzhou-Kean Uni-
versity, Shengyu teaches 
ENG 2403 World Litera-
ture and ENG 1300 Com-
position. 

His current projects 
engage with the circula-
tion of literary texts 
across language, culture, 
and media.  In one such 
project, he explores the 
translation of Chinese 
texts by eminent sinolo-
gists such as Herbert 
Giles and Robert van Gu-
lik.  

Another project focus-
es on the prolific writings 
of Wang Tao (1828-1897) 
and explores the inter-
sections between his Chi-
nese classical tales of the 
strange and his overseas 
travels to Europe and 
Japan.   

Shengyu Wang earned 

his Ph.D. in Comparative 
Literature from the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 
2017.  His research inter-
ests include the Chinese 
classical tale, late-
imperial Chinese culture, 
woodblock print culture, 
Western classical and 
neoclassical epics, and 
theories of narrative.  

His Ph.D. dissertation 
discusses rewritings of Pu 
Songling’s Liaozhai zhiyi 
at the turn of the twenti-
eth century that serve as 
mediums of both en-
chantment and disen-
chantment.  
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Welcoming New Faculty Colleagues 

With the Fall 2017 semester, many new faculty members will assume 

teaching, research and service responsibilities at WKU.   The University 

takes great pride in this further expansion of its faculty and in the fol-

lowing pages we briefly introduce the new professors (in no particular 

order).   

Shengyu Wang 

Dr. Shengyu Wang 

Eunho Cho 

Eunho Cho (Andy) (Ph.D., 

CFA, AICPA, FRM) joined 
WKU on Sep. 1, 2017. 
Before joining our WKU, 
he was an assistant pro-
fessor of Accounting at 
New York Institute of 
Technology, Nanjing 
Campus for two years.  
He has also taught at 
Sogang University from 
2012 and Korea Banking 
Institution from 2004, 

respectively.  
He obtained his doc-

toral degree in Ac-
counting at Sogang Uni-
versity  in 2015.  He also 
holds a Master degree of 
Financial Engineering 
from KAIST, and a Bache-
lor degree of Business 
from Sogang University.  

He has also worked for 
finance and manufactur-
ing companies for 9 years 

and 4 years, respectively.  
His research focuses 

on the CSR, earnings 
management, corporate 
governance, international 
business, and valuation. 
He achieved the certifi-
cate of CFA, AICPA and 
FRM which are conferred 
by U.S.-based institu-
tions.  Dr. Eunho Cho 



“He who asks 

is a fool for 

five minutes, 

but he who 

does not ask 

remains a fool 

forever.” 
 

Chinese proverb 
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Man Zhou 

Man (Mandy) Zhou ob-

tained her Ph.D. degree 
in genetics from Clemson 
University and received 
her postdoctoral training 
from University of Penn-
sylvania and University of 
Minnesota. Mandy is a 
firm believer in transla-
tional research that 
turn innovative scientific 
studies into bio-products, 
which rewarded her with 
two U.S. patent applica-
tions.   

Her research interests 
lie in genetic engineering 

of environmentally safe 
crops with enhanced 
stress tolerance, provid-
ing novel crop materials 
for commercialization, 
and exploring the under-
lying molecular mecha-
nisms of plant stress re-
sponse.  

She actively incorpo-
rates undergraduate stu-
dents into scientific re-
search.  She is interested 
in designing bioinfor-
matics projects for non-
major undergraduates in 
understanding the beau-

ty and the complexity of 
gene regulation in plants 
by re-mining publicly 
availabe ChIP-seq and 
RNA-seq data sets.  
 Mandy is also a com-
mitted volunteer for re-
search communities by 
serving for editorial re-
view board of 2 journals 
and being a reviewer for 
over 23 journals.  Out of 
the lab, Mandy is fond of 
ping-pong and stand-up 
paddle boarding.   

Dr. Man Zhou 

Liam Duffy 

Liam Duffy holds an 

M.Ed. in Higher Educa-
tion, and a  Certificate in 
Conflict Resolution from  
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity, and a B.A. in Envi-
ronmental Studies from  
Eckerd College. During his 
studies he minored in 
Visual Arts.  

Liam never thought he 
would even leave his 
hometown of Fall River, 
Massachusetts, but 
thanks to a bit of curiosi-
ty and a tumbling econo-
my, he has been teaching 
English abroad since 
2008 in South Korea, 
Thailand, Vietnam, and 
Russia.   

In his first year in Ko-
rea he taught at a private 
academy.  During his sec-
ond, he taught at a public 
elementary school and 

also wrote textbooks for 
a private company.  

In Thailand, he taught 
at one of the few Catholic 
high schools in the coun-
try.  In Vietnam, he 
taught at a Korean inter-
national school as well as 
at public high schools and 
Hanoi University of Agri-
culture. He then taught 
at a boarding school in 
Russia.  

Clearly his favorite 
country, he has been in 
China since 2012, previ-
ously teaching Business 
English and IELTS prepa-
ration at Wuxi Profes-
sional College of Science 
and Technology in Jiang-
su Province.  

Liam speaks Chinese 
at an Intermediate level 
and plans on becoming 
totally fluent.  He and 

another American friend 
are working on a podcast 
with the purpose of help-
ing other foreigners accli-
mate to life in China.   

As an undergraduate 
student, Liam lifeguarded 
at his college’s swimming 
pool and won second 
place in his weight class 
for the campus Strong-
man contest.  

Nowadays he enjoys 
hiking, cycling, and pow-
erlifting. He also reads 
and writes when he has 
the inspiration.  He has a 
fascination with tiny 
houses and motorcycles. 
He plans to get back into 
swimming once our cam-
pus pool is ready.  
 

Prof. Liam Duffy 
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Prof. Joseph Bailey 

Joseph Bailey 

Born in Oak Ridge, Ten-

nessee, Joseph moved 
from Appalachia to the 
Ozark Mountains of Ar-
kansas.   

Later, he went on to 
study overseas in South 
Africa and the Czech Re-
public before working for 
three years with Ameri-
Corps helping out with 
the Vietnamese commu-
nity in Louisville, Ken-
tucky as a social coordi-
nator and later moving to 
Spokane, Washington 
State to work as a live-in 

care provider for mental-
ly handicapped people in 
the Catholic community 
of L'Arche.  

After a Master's in 
TESOL at St. Michael's 
College in Vermont, Jo-
seph joined Peace Corps 
in Ukraine to teach Eng-
lish for over 2 years.  Sub-
sequently, he worked at 
Manzanar National His-
toric Site in California as 
an interpreter and on the 
oral records archive pro-
ject for this former WWII 
Japanese-American in-
ternment camp.  

After that, he worked 
in the island nation of 
Micronesia as a college 
instructor with 
WorldTeach based out of 
Harvard.  From there, he 
proceeded to move to 
Jiading to work at Shang-
hai University for almost 
five years and manage 
the English Corner for 
almost three years.  

In his spare time, he 
enjoys movies, traveling, 
reading, hiking, and cre-
ating “colorful” lessons 
for students with his own 
unique touch.  

Richard Johns 

Rick hails from Dayton, 

Ohio in the American 
Midwest.  He received his 
education from Indiana 
University in Blooming-
ton, Indiana.  Prof. Johns  
has been teaching English 

to international students 
for over twenty-five years 
from the Midwestern 
Plains to the forests of 
Sweden to the deserts of 
Arabia, and now here in 
Wenzhou.  
He has worked in the are-

as of program admin-
istration, assessment, 
and teacher training.  He 
enjoys long walks, old 
films, live theatre, read-
ing about history, and 
traveling.  

Prof. Richard Johns 

James Tarwood 

James Tarwood’s ob-
tained his Bachelor of 
Arts in English and Philos-
ophy and his Master of 
Arts in English from 
Southern Illinois Universi-
ty.   

His career has led 
him from secondary edu-
cation to higher educa-
tion, and from Kenya to 
Turkey to Yemen to Co-
lombia to the United Ar-
ab Emirates and now to 

China.   
In the first part of his 

journey, he focused on 
curriculum development 
and assessment; in the 
later part, he became 
fascinated by how a com-
munity comes to know 
itself, establishing in the 
United Arab Emirates 
first a literary magazine, 
then an internet radio 
station, and finally an 
oral history project that 

produced a book and 
many short videos.   

He has published four 
collections of poetry:  
The Cats in Zanzibar, 
Grand Detour, And For 
The Mouth A Flower, and 
What The Waking See.   

Professor Tarwood 
has always been mesmer-
ized by the creativity in-
herent in language. 

Prof. James Tarwood 
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Dr. Jing Ma is an Assistant 
Professor in the Depart-
ment of Management 
and Marketing at Wen-
zhou Kean University.  
She is interested in infor-
mation management, 
crowdsourcing innova-
tion, social e-commerce, 
focusing on analyzing and 

evaluating different infor-
mation technologies and 
their impacts on group 
collaboration and innova-
tion.   

Some of her latest re-
search has been pub-
lished in International 
Journal of Information 
Management, ACM 

Transactions on Comput-
er-Human Interaction, 
Artificial Intelligence in 
Engineering Design, Anal-
ysis and Manufacturing, 
ACM Computing Surveys 

（cited by 699 papers）, 

and many peer-reviewed 
conferences.  

Jing Ma 

Dr. Coskun Atay received 
his B.Sc. degree (1983) 
from Industrial Engineer-
ing Department of M. E. 
Technical University. 
Then he received his 
Master’s (1986) and 
Ph.D. (1992) degrees 
both in Computer Science 
from Florida Institute of 
Technology and the City 
University of New York, 
USA under a Ministry of 
Education scholarship.  

During his doctoral 
study, he taught courses 
on C, UNIX, Computer 
Architecture and Micro-
computers at Brooklyn 

College of CUNY.  His 
doctoral thesis was on 
parallelization of Con-
straint Logic Program-
ming.  

Dr. Atay has worked at 
Periphonics Corporation 
on facsimile imaging sys-
tems, at Information 
Builders on migration of 
Focus database to 64-bit 
architectures, at Royal- 
blue Technologies on 
Nasdaq electronic trading 
systems, at Citibank on 
ATM software release 
migration, and at UBS 
Investment Bank on their 
global SWIFT interface 

project.   
From 2004 to 2017 he 

worked as an faculty 
member at Izmir Univer-
sity of Economics, Soft-
ware Engineering Depart-
ment.  He was an associ-
ate editor of WSEAS Con-
ferences, and was a 
member of IEEE and 
Turkish Scientific and 
Technical Research Or-
ganization overseeing 
government sponsored 
research projects.  

Dr. Atay joins Wen-
zhou-Kean University’s  
Computer Science De-
partment. 

Dr. Jing Ma 

Coskun Atay 

Dr. Coskun Atay 

Terrence Shortall 

Terry Shortall has taught 
English and Applied Lin-
guistics in England, Portu-
gal, Brazil, Japan, and 
China.   

Terry holds a Ph.D. in 
Applied Linguistics from 
the University of Birming-
ham.  He worked at the 
University of Birmingham 

for fourteen years as Pro-
gram Coordinator for 
Master’s Degree program 
in Applied Linguistics, 
English Language Teach-
ing, and Translation Stud-
ies. 

His main research are-
as are Corpus Linguistics, 
Second Language Acquisi-

tion, and Cognitive Lin-
guistics. 

Terry is from Ireland.  

Dr. Terrence Shortall 
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Dr. Cameroon Batmanghlich 

Cameron A. Batmanghlich 

Cameron Batmanghlich 

received his Ph.D. with 
Distinction from the 
School of Management, 
University of Bradford in 
“Corporate Leadership 
and Ethics.” He was 
awarded his full profes-
sorship in 2014, from 
three different institu-
tions. Professor Bat-
manghlich has a strong 
international background 
having lived and worked 
in over eleven different 
countries in Europe, Asia, 
Middle East, South Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, China 
and Kazakhstan.  

He has co-authored 
several books alongside 
his own monograph 
called published by 
Springer, titled Why 
Leaders Fail Ethically, 
which has been down-

loaded and sold over 
6,000 copies during the 
past 12 months.  Current-
ly, Prof. Batmanghlich is 
working on a new book 
on research methodolo-
gy.  

His research interests 
encompass Leadership, 
Ethical Leadership, 
Thought Leadership and 
Post-Materialistic Sci-
ence.  Along the line with 
his research interest, he 
started a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal called 
Eurasian Journal of Lead-
ership (EAJoL), published 
scientific articles both in 
Russian and English 
(http://eajol.almau.edu.kz/).  

He is also a member of 
the Editorial Board of 
several of peer-reviewed 
journals, as well as a 
member of the Paris-

based think-tank PRIMAL 
at La Sorbonne.  

A fellow at the UK’s 
Higher Education Acade-
my, Dr. Batmanghlich 
delivers corporate train-
ing and workshops in 
leadership, ethical lead-
ership, organizational 
change and other man-
agement related courses.  

Besides being a faculty 
member at Wenzhou 
Kean University, currently 
Dr. Batmanghlich is an 
adjunct Full Professor in 
Leadership at Varna Uni-
versity Management in 
Bulgaria as well as the 
Director of the Post-
Doctoral Studies in Mexi-
co, as well as Chairman of 
the Board of Institute of 
International Education 
in Canada.  

Dolores Gephart 

Dolores (Dee) Gephart is 

an English lecturer.  She 
is a US citizen and in the 
past she has taught at 
universities abroad, as 
well as in the US besides 
working for the US State 
Department English Lan-
guage Fellow Program. 

 The places where she 
has taught are: Lim-
kokwing University in 
Malaysia, American Uni-
versity of Phnom Penh in 
Cambodia, Qatar Univer-
sity in Qatar, Ohio Uni-

versity (OPIE) in the US, 
the University of Cincin-
nati in the US, Pristina 
University in Kosovo, 
Mugla University in Tur-
key and the Economic 
Institute in Macedonia.  

She graduated from 
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity in Michigan, US, 
with a MA TESOL Educa-
tion, and her undergrad-
uate was at Ohio Univer-
sity.  

Although she has en-
joyed teaching ESL Eng-
lish, she has also had the 

opportunity to work with 
the US State Department 
and lived in a UN admin-
istered country, so she 
still maintains an avid 
interest in international 
affairs.  

She had worked in or 
traveled to 49 countries. 

Prof. Dolores Gephart 
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Bill Batziakas 

Dr. Bill Batziakas holds a 

Ph.D. in Language, Dis-
course and Communica-
tion from King’s College 
London (University of 
London), an MA in Teach-
ing English to Speakers of 
Other Languages from 
University College Lon-
don (University of Lon-
don), and a BA in English 
Language and Literature 
from the University of 
Athens.  

He has previously also 
worked at these universi-
ties, and was until recent-
ly an Associate Lecturer 
in Applied Linguistics and 
English Language Educa-
tion at Queen Mary 
(University of London), 
where he taught in the 
post-graduate program 
MA in Applied Linguistics 
for English Language 
Teaching and the In-

sessional Program for 
English for Academic Pur-
poses.  

Bill joined Wenzhou-
Kean University is cur-
rently a Lecturer in Eng-
lish Studies at the School 
of English Studies of the 
College of Liberal Arts, as 
well as the chair of the 
Committee for English for 
Academic Purposes. 

His research and publi-
cations revolve around 
the worldwide spread of 
English and the implica-
tions for the field of Eng-
lish Language Teaching, 
and in particular for cur-
riculum and syllabus de-
sign, materials develop-
ment, and testing, with 
emphasis on university 
programs of English for 
Academic Purposes and 
English for Specific Pur-
poses.  

Bill is also an editor 

and a peer reviewer for 
many SCOPUS-indexed 
and other journals focus-
ing on the Asian context, 
such as the Asian EFL 
Journal, Asian ESP Journal 
and Asian Englishes, and 
others with a more inter-
national orientation, such 
as the Journal of English 
as an International Lan-
guage, TESOL Interna-
tional Journal, European 
Journal of Language Poli-
cy, and International 
Journal of Comparative 
Education and Develop-
ment; and others with a 
more pedagogic focus, 
such as Writing and Peda-
gogy.  

He was recently also 
nominated for the 
“TESOL Award for Distin-
guished Research” of the 
TESOL International Asso-
ciation (2017).  

Dr. Bill Batziakas 

Lana Vikhnevich 

Lana Vikhnevich taught 

in Shenzhen, China, for 
three years and got her 
CELTA teaching certifi-
cate in Shanghai.  After 
receiving a Fulbright 
grant, she enrolled in the 
M.A. TESL program at 
Northern Arizona Univer-
sity (NAU).  

While working on her 
M.A. degree she received 
an honorary grant for 
women educators, Alpha 
Delta Kappa, and an Ed-

mund S. Muskie grant to 
participate in the sum-
mer internship at the 
Office of English Lan-
guage Acquisition of the 
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.  

At NAU she was teach-
ing the English enhance-
ment class for Chinese 
visiting scholars to pre-
pare students to write a 
peer reviewed article in 
their fields of study.  She 
also helped students em-

ploy strategies for effec-
tive speaking, listening, 
reading, writing, and vo-
cabulary development.  

Lana enjoys outdoor 
activities, such as hiking, 
biking, downhill skiing, 
which is quite unrealistic 
in Wenzhou, and, of 
course, traveling.  Prof. Lana Vikhnevich 
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Kyra Whitehead 

Kyra Whitehead joins 

Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty as a lecturer for the 
English Department.  Pri-
or to her arrival in China, 
Kyra completed her BA, 
MA, and doctoral course-
work at Drew University, 
New Jersey, while simul-
taneously working as a 
teacher’s assistant, a part 
time English lecturer at 
Kean University, and as 
dean of Concordia Lan-

guage Village’s English 
Language Program. She is 
currently “All but disser-
tation”, as she works to-
ward concluding her doc-
toral studies. 

 Kyra’s research inter-
ests include peace stud-
ies and second language 
acquisition.  She has pre-
sented on the peace 
studies panel for Done-
gal, Ireland’s Transatlan-
tic Peace Conference for 

the past 3 years, and in 
2017 created a panel for 
the same conference on 
second language acquisi-
tion, acting as both facili-
tator and presenter.  

Kyra is originally from 
Connecticut.  In her free 
time, she travels, plays 
violin, sings, practices 
yoga and explores oppor-
tunities to engage with 
artistic communities.   

Seif Sekalala 

Dr. Seif Sekalala has 

taught for over eight 
years.  He is passionate in 
his efforts to help stu-
dents understand the 
important theories and 
best practices of inter-
personal, business & pro-
fessional, and other kinds 
of communication.   

His research focuses 
on various topics 
in intercultural, peace 
and conflict, health, and 
political communication. 
Some of the most signifi-

cant topics of that re-
search are related to ref-
ugees’ and mass-conflict 
survivors’ resilience 
through narrative and 
sense-making enactment, 
online discussions by 
chronic illness sufferers/
survivors, and theoretical 
analysis of US journalists’ 
and communication 
scholars’ conflation of 
the concepts of truth and 
objectivity in news re-
ports. 

Dr. Sekalala received 
his Ph.D. in Communica-

tion, Culture, and Media 
at Drexel University in 
Philadelphia having com-
pleted his Masters in 
Communication Studies 
and Bachelors in English-
Writing at Kean Universi-
ty in Union, NJ.   

Dr. Sekalala’s hobbies 
include swimming, chess, 
and fiction and nonfiction 
reading.  He speaks four 
languages and is surely 
learning more – including 
Mandarin, of course. 

James Yee 

Jim Yee is a faculty mem-

ber in the Computer Sci-
ence Department at 
WKU.  He is teaching the 
Computer Applications 
classes to business stu-
dents.  

Jim joins us with busi-

ness management experi-
ence from various IT and 
data management posi-
tions.  

Jim’s current 
hometown is Seattle, 
Washington, but he grew 
up in Pennsylvania where 
he graduated from Pitt. 

He later moved to Cali-
fornia where he worked 
in engineering and com-
puter positions while also 
completing his MBA. Be-
fore arriving in Wenzhou, 
Jim was teaching in 
Chongqing for the past 
three years.   Prof. Jim Yee 
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Sarmann Kennedyd 

Dr. Kennedyd earned an 

MBA in eBusiness from 
Johns Hopkins University 
and a Ph.D. in Strategy, 
Program and Project 
Management from SKE-
MA Business School in 
France.  

For more than two 
decades he has been in-
volved in the fields of 
business process reengi-
neering and IT systems 

development & con-
sulting before he em-
barked on a career in ac-
ademia in the fields of 
Operations Management, 
Project Management, 
and Management.  

Dr. Kennedyd is also a 
certified Project Manage-
ment Professional (PMP) 
and holds during the 
summer months  training 
sessions in the field of 

project, program, and 
strategic management 
for professionals of all 
backgrounds.   

His research is cur-
rently focused in the are-
as of virtual communica-
tion in project manage-
ment and the connected 
workplace issues.  His 
hobbies are beach swim-
ming, outdoors, biking 
and travel. 

Dr. Sarmann Kennedyd 

Dr. Rob Kim Marjerison 

spent 12 years as a mer-
chant marine serving on 
ships worldwide, an ex-
perience which he be-
lieves helped him devel-
op an appreciation for 
different cultures and 
countries.  

After transitioning 
ashore, he worked as 
Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer of ATT 
International Maritime 
Services providing satel-
lite telecommunications 
services to the cruise 
ships worldwide.  He has 

been teaching Global 
Business courses interna-
tionally for the last eight 
years in Bhutan, Mexico, 
India and Korea.   

Dr. Marjerison has a 
Ph.D. in International 
Business from the Inter-
national School of Man-
agement in Paris, a Mas-
ter of Science in Infor-
mation Systems from 
Louisiana State Universi-
ty, and a Masters in Pub-
lic Administration from 
California State Universi-
ty.  

His research interests 

include: Sino-US 
Trade, Organization and 
Business Proposal Analy-
sis and Cross Cultural Ne-
gotiation.  

When on vacation he 
divides his time between 
riding his vintage Royal 
Enfield motorcycle 
around the Himala-
yas and painting repro-
ductions of Native Ameri-
can artifacts at his home 
on a small island in the 
Florida Keys.  

Robert Marjerison 

Group photo during 

New Faculty Orien-

tation 
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the New Student Orienta-
tion program received 
both information about 
WKU programs and poli-
cies, as well as playful 
introductions to the cam-
pus and its facilities. 

Also joining this se-
mester is another group 
of Kean University stu-
dents who will spend a 
semester at WKU. 

The University is excit-
ed to serve these new 

cont.’d from p.1, Class of 2021 

Kean University ex-
change students dur-
ing their Orientation 
session 

Faculty  Update 

 Jason Lim Chiu, Nelson C. Bool, Candy Lim Chiu, “Challenges and factors influ-
encing initial trust and behavioral intention to use mobile banking services in 
the Philippines,” in: Asia Pacific Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 
Vol. 11: 2, (Sept. 2017), pp.246-278 

Candy Lim Chiu 

Dr. Candy Lim Chiu joins 

WKU as a faculty mem-
ber in the College of Busi-
ness and Public Manage-
ment.  She received her 
Ph.D. from Kyoto Univer-
sity, Japan.  

Candy has eight years 
of academic teaching and 
research experience, and 
eight years of interna-
tional corporate experi-
ence as banker, consult-

ant, and business devel-
opment manager. 

Her works were pub-
lished in journals such as 
Asia Pacific Journal of 
Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship, Asia Marketing 
Journal, International 
Journal of Services and 
Operations Management, 
International Journal of 
Commerce and Manage-
ment, International Jour-

nal of Business and Man-
agement, Journal of Man-
agement and Social Sci-
ence and Journal of Asian 
Studies on the Pacific 
Coast.  

Her research speciali-
zation is in marketing, 
operations management, 
automotive industry, 
online banking, and en-
trepreneurship. 

Dr. Candy Lim Chiu 

and visiting students with 
al the resources at its 
disposal, and wishes 
them an enjoyable and 
successful time at WKU. 
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88 Daxue Rd., Ouhai, 

Wenzhou 

Zhejiang Province 

China 325060 

Email: 

OAANews@wku.edu.cn 

Wenzhou-KWenzhou-Kean 

Semper Discens 

V i s i t  u s  o n  t h e  

W e b  

w w w . w k u . e d u . c n  

Wenzhou-Kean University is a Chinese-American jointly established high-

er education institution with independent legal person status and lim-

ited liabilities.  The 500-acre campus is located in Wenzhou, in the 

Zhejiang Province of the People's Republic of China.  It went into full op-

eration in 2014. 


